
Join us for 

Dinner with a Scholar 

Saturday 
January 23, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 



The Orange County Bureau of Jewish Education would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our major donors:  the foundational builders of the premier 

Jewish teen & youth programming in Orange County. 
 
 

Bureau Builders 
 

 Anonymous  Ellen & Howard Mirowitz 
Joseph Baim & Barbara Adler Ann D. & Joel Moskowitz 
 Dr. Benjamin Bendat z”l Isidore Myers 
 Sharon & Mark Berman Janet & Barry Shreiar 
 Cathy & Mark Brownstein Blossom Siegel 
 Sandy & Allan Fainbarg Yasuko & Seth Siegel 
 Steven Fainbarg Suzanne & Ralph Stern 
 Peggy & Jon Feder Phil Waldman & Teri Alpert 
 Arnold Feuerstein Myra & Louis Wiener 
 Reva Furman Ilene & Michael Zedek 
 Deborah & Ed Heyman Ina & Lowell Zeleznik 

 
 

 
 

The Bureau of Jewish Education is a proud Partner Agency 
of Jewish Federation Orange County and 

Jewish Federation Greater Long Beach & West Orange County 
 

 

 



 
 
 

The Bureau 
of Jewish 

Education: 
cultivating 

Jewish pride, 
participation & 

leadership in 
Southern 
California 

teens 

What is Dinner with a Scholar? 

Dinner with a Scholar is the signature fundraising event of the 
Orange County Bureau of Jewish Education and primary 
support for our premier youth program, TALIT Nation @ the 
Bureau.  On Saturday evening, January 23rd, 15 fabulous 
dinners will take place at 14 gracious homes and the lovely 
Chemers Gallery.  Throughout the evening you will enjoy a 
gourmet meal, learn from and interact with a dynamic scholar and 
meet new and interesting people.  This is a delicious recipe for an 
unforgettable evening. 

This booklet provides you with the discussion topics and short 
biographies of each of this year’s scholars. Indicate your first 
three choices on the registration form, found on pages 23 and 24.  
To guarantee  first choice seating, you may become a 
Benefactor for $1,800 and receive 4 tickets, plus 2 tickets to an 
additional event on Sunday, February 21st at the home of 
Peachy & Mark Levy (limited space available, so it’s on a first-
come, first-serve basis).  Patrons at the $1,000 level receive two 
tickets with priority seating, and Sponsors at the $500 level 
receive two tickets with their seating preference on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.  Tickets may also be purchased individually for 
$150 with speaker selection on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
Whichever dinner you attend, we know you will enjoy a wonderful 
evening of elegant dining and nourishing thoughts while 
supporting Jewish teens and youth in Southern California. 

B’teiavon! 

Thank you for supporting the 
Bureau of Jewish Education 



Special Thanks 
Benefactors 

Teri Alpert & Phil Waldman 
Joseph Baim & Barbara Adler 

Sharon & Mark Berman 

Deborah & Ed Heyman 
Ellen & Howard Mirowitz 

Isidore Myers 
Janet & Barry Shreiar 

 

Patrons 
Hallie & Joel Berman 

Beth & Andrew Elster 
Steven Fainbarg 

Roberta Feuerstein 

Susan Glass 
Adelyn & Dennis Klarin 

Sheila & Leo Pinsky 
Karen Raab 

Sheila & Jay Witzling 
 

Sponsors 
Leslie Aspis 

Tamar & Martin Brower 
Ellie & Irving Burg 
Nancy & Irv Chase 

Rhea Dorn 
Rabbi Stephen J. & Robin Einstein 

Sandy & Allan Fainbarg 
Peggy & Jon Feder 

Hannareta & Gordon Fishman 
Sybil Flom & Mike Blank 

Reva Furman 
Karen & Bruce Harris 

Renee Harwick 
Lori & Elliot Katz 

Joan Kaye 
Leslie & Gary Kipnis 

Barbara & Victor Klein 

Rose & Hal Kravitz 
Rebecca & Boris Lubavin 
Lainey & Howard Mitzman 
Francine & Ron Morrison 

Johanna Rose & Aaron Miller 
Charlotte & Joseph Pinsky 

Marion & Stan Robboy 
Florence & David Shore 
Yasuko & Seth Siegel 
Dana & Mark Susson 

Edie Tonkon 
Muriel & Scott Ullman 

Debbie & Ira Victer 
Roz & Eliot Vogelfanger 

Bernice Watkin 
Diane Wertheimer-Gale & Bruce Gale 

Myra & Lou Wiener 
 

(list as of November 30, 2009) 
 



Our Scholars & Host Homes 
Sigal Admony-Ravid at the home of Dana & Yossie Hollander 

in Shady Canyon 
Yakob Basner at the home of Phil Waldman & Teri Alpert 

in Nellie Gale 
Rabbi William Cutter, Ph.D. at the home of Harriet & Herb Malmon 

in Corona del Mar 
Mitch Gaylord at the Chemers Gallery 

in Tustin 
P’nenah Goldstein at the home of Robin & Larry Kaplan 

in Villa Park 
Michael Goldstrom at the home of Melissa Carr & Arthur Kreitenberg 

in Los Alamitos 
Noreen Green, Ph.D. at the home of Cindy & Michael Furst 

in Shady Canyon 
Agi & Stephen Gyurik at the home of Michele & Pat Szekel 

in Irvine 
Jackson Katz, Ph.D. at the home of Nevona & Itzhak Shabtai 

in Newport Beach 

Beth Krom at the home of Julie & Steve Sherman 
with Amy & Mark DeLoach in Laguna Hills 

Fred Luskin, Ph.D. at the home of Elinor & Steve Silverstein 
in Santa Ana 

Henry Pontell, Ph.D. at the home of Deborah Rosenthal & Marc Zimmerman 
in Santa Ana 

Tzivia Schwartz-Getzug at the home of Erica & Fred Taylor 
in Shady Canyon 

Scott Spitzer, Ph.D. at the home of Francine & Ron Morrison 
in Quail Hill 

Steven Windmueller, Ph.D. at the home of Miki & Stephen Sholkoff 
in Newport Beach 



Sigal Admony-Ravid 
Growing Pains:  Israel’s emergence as an economic powerhouse and the 
resulting economic disparity of the Israeli people 

Israel has developed into a promising economic power, 
posting impressive gains in gross domestic product 
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(GDP) and achieving dizzying growth on the Tel Aviv 
stock exchange.  Yet at the same time, hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis face serious financial hardship 
due to the growing gap between rich and poor – an 
income gap that is twice as large as that of the United 
States.  Gain insight into Israel’s current economic 

eality with Sigal Admony-Ravid, the Israeli Consul for Economic Affairs 
o the West Coast.  Her office is responsible for enhancing bi-national 
rade relations between the local and Israeli business communities across a 
road spectrum of industries.  Admony-Ravid comes with distinctive 
xperience beginning with her career at the Ministry of Industry and Trade 

n the Foreign Trade Administration.  Afterwards, she was assigned the 
uties of overseeing a national program that promoted the international 
ommercialization of alternative energy technologies. 

future 
at the 
Irvine 

home of 
Dana & Yossie 

Hollander 

dmony-Ravid has also worked as an attorney and served as an officer in 
he IDF. 

hoose this dinner to hear why there’s more to Israel than just politics and 
he peace process. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schmooze  
a bissel  
at the  
Nellie Gale 
home of  
Phil Waldman 
& Teri Alpert 

Yakob Basner 
Yiddish Humor from Chelm to Nadar 
 
From Schlemiels to Shlimazls, Yakob Basner will 
bring the origins and humor of the nearly forgotten 
Yiddish language to light and allow you to appreciate 
this colorful and expressive language of the past. 

Basner was born in Riga, Latvia and was still living in 
Latvia when the Nazi’s occupied the city.  He survived 
two ghettos and four concentration camps only to lose his entire family 
during the war.  Despite the deep personal devastation, Basner 
returned to Riga in 1945 and remained there until he immigrated to the 
United States in 1980. 

As a survivor, Basner knew the importance of keeping Jewish culture 
alive.  When he came to the U.S., he brought Yiddish with him, 
dedicating his life to preserving the language and culture.  A 
credentialed teacher, Basner has taught Yiddish throughout Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties and, as a recognized expert in the 
language, he has been invited to lecture in Switzerland, Israel, Germany 
and Latvia.  Basner is the recipient of several awards for his passionate 
work in keeping this endangered language alive. 

Ess, ess mein kinder mit Yakob Basner for a journey back into a 
treasure chest of Jewish humor. 



Rabbi William Cutter, Ph.D. 
Special Dimensions of our Bio-Ethical Dilemmas… why we need a 
new way to look at things 

We live in a time of unprecedented advances in 
medical technology.  While our tradition is one that 
has long encouraged the debate between Jewish 
values and evolving medical techniques, the 
discussion is often a difficult one.  In the 21st 
century, that discussion is more complicated than 
ever before.  Join Rabbi William Cutter, Steinberg 

Emeritus Professor of Human Relations at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion and founding Director of the 
Kalsman Institute on Judaism and Health, as he wrestles with the 
issues confronting Jewish patients, their families and Jewish ethicists.  
Rabbi Cutter will explore the Jewish tradition for challenge as well as 
comfort, and investigate the Jewish perspective surrounding the 
controversial issue of medical ethics.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Debate this 
timely topic 

at the 
Corona del Mar 

home of 
Harriet & Herb 

Malmon 

Rabbi Cutter has published over 50 scholarly articles and essays and 
over 100 popular articles on literature, health and healing, and Jewish 
education.  His most recent publication is Healing and the Jewish 
Imagination: Spiritual and Practical Perspectives on Judaism and 
Health. 

Choose this dinner and discover how the Jewish community of the 21st 
century is grappling with the integration of modern medical 
advancements and our ancient tradition. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Get your team 
ready to dine 
with a champion 
at the beautiful 
Chemers 
Gallery 
in Tustin 

Mitch Gaylord 
How Tenacity, Faith and Perseverance Can Bring Home Gold  

Almost every athlete dreams of going to the 

resident Reagan to the 

 and fitness expert as 

 evening of excellence with an 

Olympics… Mitch Gaylord made that dream a 
reality.  A gifted gymnast, Gaylord amazed us 
with his abilities when he led the United States 
Olympic gymnastics team to its gold medal victory 
in 1984. He was the first American gymnast to 
receive a perfect “10.”  In addition, Gaylord captured a silver medal for 
vaulting and two bronze medals for rings and parallel bars.  Captivating 
us further, Gaylord invented two skills… the “Gaylord Flip” and the 
“Gaylord II,” both of which are still performed by gymnasts today. 

Gaylord went on to be appointed by P
President’s Council for Physical Fitness and was asked to serve under 
President George H. W. Bush for a second term.  During his tenure, 
he traveled extensively, speaking and making endorsements across the 
country.  In 2006, Gaylord was inducted into the U.S. Olympic Hall 
of Fame.  On December 6, 2010,  Gaylord was inducted into the 
Orange County Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. 

Today, Mitch Gaylord is a motivational coach
well as a journalist/broadcaster for FOX Sports and the Anchor for 
the 2009 Maccabiah Games in Israel. 

Choose this perfect 10 dinner for an
Olympic Champion! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

“Take Two” 
at the 

Villa Park 
home of 

Robin & Larry 
Kaplan 

P’nenah Goldstein 
Origins of a Modern Jewish Love Story 

 
Explore the world of Hollywood through 
the eyes of filmmaker, P’nenah Goldstein.  
Follow Goldstein’s journey with the staged 
reading - turned television movie, Loving 
Leah.  Her journey began as a stage 
manager on Broadway while attending New 
York University, then to Hollywood as a 

screenwriter, published author and now, filmmaker. 

The story of Loving Leah is a universal love story built upon 
distinctly Jewish themes.  It is a contemporary love story based on 
the ancient Jewish law of Levirate marriage.  The law, which 
obligates a brother to marry the widow of his childless deceased 
brother, was the foundation for Goldstein’s movie. 

Be privy to Goldstein’s story as she took the play from a stage 
reading in St. Louis to CBS’s Hallmark Hall of Fame.  Listen 
as she maintains the commitment of the cast and crew around a 
project based on a rarely discussed and sometimes ridiculed 
ancient tradition. 

Choose this dinner for a Hallmark evening. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laugh & learn at 
the 
Los Alamitos 
home of  
Melissa Carr & 
Arthur 
Kreitenberg 

Michael Goldstrom 
He’ll Leave You in Stitches:  A Jewish Comedian’s Perspective on 
Contemporary Issues 
 
If you’re looking for an evening of laughter, join 
Michael Goldstrom as he uses his gifts as a 
comedian to provide a unique spin on today’s 
world. 

Goldstrom has a traditional education in theatre, 
having attended prestigious schools such as the 
London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art 
and the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art A
Course, Julliard School Drama Division and C
He is the first graduate of Columbia and Julliard t
comedy.  Seen on Comedy Central, HBO, NB
Rellzchannel, in film, on and off Broadway, at Wa
Hall and at Avery Fisher Hall, he is hailed by the m
colorful” and “a tour de force that will leave you roar
Raised in San Francisco, Dallas and New York C
his unique upbringing as fodder for his acts.  Prov
and American perspective, Goldstrom brings diffe
life on stage while passionately exploring contempor

Choose this dinner and laugh out loud with t
comedian. 
cting Shakespeare 
olumbia University.  
o make the shift into 

C, ABC, A&E, 
lt Disney Concert 

edia as “marvelously 
ing.” 

ity, Goldstrom uses 
iding both a Jewish 
rent personalities to 
ary issues. 

his popular Jewish 



Noreen Green, Ph.D. 
Bringing Jewish Music to Life 

 
Join this award-winning conductor who  brings the 

 
 
 
 
 

music of Sephardic and Latino heritages to life 
through the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony.  
Under the baton of Dr. Green,  the LAJS has 
performed in concert with Hollywood 
personalities, including Billy Crystal, Tovah 
Feldshuch, Leonard Nimoy and more.  In addition, 

Dr. Green has received public recognition and accolades for her 
outstanding contributions to the multicultural music scene in Los 
Angeles. 

Dr. Green has conducted Jewish music concerts throughout Israel, 
South Africa and the United States.  In 2001, she conducted the 
opening ceremonies of the Maccabi Games in Philadelphia.  During 
her tenure with LAJS, Dr. Green, along with Education Director, 
Ilizabeth Gilbert, has developed a series of educational programs which 
bring the gift of music to school children of all backgrounds.  One of 
the most recent grants, funded by the National Endowment of the 
Arts, is the symphony’s “Patchwork of Cultures” program, which uses 
music from Spain to bridge the Sephardic Jewish and Hispanic 
communities. 

 
You won’t be 
second fiddle 

at the 
Irvine 

home of 
Cindy & Michael 

Furst 

Choose this dinner and explore the progression of Jewish music and 
how it has touched youth and cultures around the world. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be inspired by 
this story of love 
and survival 
at the home of 
Michele & Pat 
Szekel 

 

Agi & Stephen Gyurik 
The Epic Story of Survival and Love from the Depths of Nazi 
Germany to Ultimate Happiness in Newport Beach 
 
One and a half million Jewish children 
perished in the Holocaust. Because of the 
kindness of strangers, often righteous 
gentiles, there were those Jewish children 
who survived.  Agi and Stephen Gyurik were 
two of those young Jews who, due to the 
kindness of neighbors and friends, were hidden and protected from the 
scourge of the Nazis. 

Both spent the war hiding – Stephen with his mother and brother in 
different hiding places, Agi with her father’s employee, recreating her 
identity through the course of the war.  The Gyuriks’ story travels 
across the world – from Nazi occupation and Communist rule to 
Indochina with the French navy.  Eventually both Agi’s and Stephen’s 
families immigrated to Canada, where the Gyuriks met and married in 
1955.  The next step was America, where they settled in Newport 
Beach. 

Agi shared her testimony on videotape for Spielberg’s Survivors of 
the Shoah Foundation.  Says Agi, “The Holocaust cast a giant 
shadow on my life.  Most everything I do and think is affected by the 
horrible events in my childhood and all I have lost.” 

Choose this dinner to hear the remarkable story of courage and 
survival. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Join this 
intriguing 

discussion 
at the 

Newport Beach 
home of 

Nevona & Itzhak 
Shabtai 

Jackson Katz, Ph.D. 
Gender Identity:  How we see ourselves in today’s society and its 
effect on how we relate to others 

What do Harry Potter, Jimmy Neutron, LeBron 
James, Eminem, Spiderman and Barack Obama 
have in common?  They all represent models of 
masculinity – in fiction and real life - that influence 
how men in the 21st century see themselves and 
their gendered identities in the world. 

Join Dr. Jackson Katz, a leading cultural studies 
scholar, gender theorist, and expert on sports, media and violence for a 
wide-ranging discussion of some of the key social forces that impact 
young men’s and women’s lives. 

Dr. Katz is the creator of award-winning and widely used educational 
videos for college and high school students, including “Tough Guise: 
Violence, Media, and the Crisis in Masculinity,” “Wrestling With 
Manhood,” and “Spin the Bottle.” 

Katz is also internationally recognized for his groundbreaking gender 
violence prevention work with men and boys, particularly in the sports 
culture and military.  He is the founder of the multi-racial, mixed-gender 
Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) program at Northeastern 
University’s Center for the Study of Sport in Society.  MVP is the 
most widely utilized gender violence prevention program in college and 
professional athletics.   

You can read Katz’s first book The Macho Paradox:  Why Some 
Men Hurt Women and How All Men Can Help or visit his blog on 
The Huffington Post.  Katz has also appeared on numerous radio and 
TV programs across North America, Europe and Australia. 

Choose this dinner and discover the key social forces impacting the 
next generation of Jews. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Be an 
outstanding 
citizen 
in  
Laguna Hills 
hosted by  
Julie & Steve 
Sherman  
& 
Amy & Mark 
DeLoach 

Beth Krom 
Life Without Limits:  You can be anything you want to be… 
 
According to Beth Krom, “Buildings don’t 
make communities, people make communities.”  
A result-oriented leader, Krom has earned the 
reputation as a solid and approachable 
community leader in Irvine and a friend of the 
Orange County Jewish community. 

Krom brought her experience as a teacher, 
business owner, community volunteer and mother
elected official.  First elected to the Irvine City
Krom eventually ran for Mayor.  After run
campaign she was elected mayor of Irvine in 200
was re-elected with the highest margin of victory f
running in a contest race – 60% of the vote. 
established term-limits, Krom would have sou
However, still popular, she won a seat on the City

In 2009, Beth Krom decided to run for Congr
issues Krom brought to light during her tenure
Irvine – education, the environment and the econo
issues in her run for Congress.  Despite her 
Krom remains a committed wife, mother and memb
County Jewish community. 
 
Choose this dinner and enjoy an intimate 
Candidate Krom about her political journey. 
 to her work as an 
 Council in 2000, 
ning a successful 
4.  In 2006 Krom 
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 Were it not for 
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